
 

 

[Guided by thoughtful faith-based rationales, We the Associated Students of Whitworth 
University, aspire to cultivate an environment that prioritizes the flourishing, safety, and 
connection of our diverse student body. We are dedicated to authentically serving and 

welcoming our communities with intent and humility, driven by our devotion to represent, 
listen, and lead.] 

 

2025-26 ASWU Meeting Minutes [04/08/2026] 
  

Executive Members: 

[Abby Ruffcorn] | President                                                                                            NOT PRESENT 

[Eli Harris] | Vice President                                                                                PRESENT 

[Jasmine Arevalo-Amaya] | Financial Director                                                      PRESENT  

[Chloe Jane Crandell] | Communications Director                                            PRESENT 

  

Coordinators: 

[Michael Barnes] | Campus Activities Coordinator                                            PRESENT 

[Gwen Brantner] | Club Coordinator                                                                         PRESENT        

[Vernon Glass] | Cultural Events Coordinator                                                      PRESENT 

[Avery Hamilton] | Senior Class Coordinator                                                         PRESENT 

[Jasmine Schmidt] | Spiritual Life Coordinator                                                     PRESENT 



[Ellie Woods] | School Spirit Coordinator                                                                PRESENT 

[Aubrey Lathrom] | Traditional Events Coordinator                                             PRESENT 

  

Senators: 

[Halle Price] | Arend Senator                                                                                       PRESENT                

[Katayanna Glavin] | Ballard Senator                                                                       PRESENT 

[Seth Phillips] | Baldwin-Jenkins Senator                   PROXY 

[Azalea Vlietstra] | Boppell Senator                                                                           PRESENT 

[Bennett Johnson] | Commuter Student Senator                                                 PRESENT 

[Grace Reynolds] | Duvall Student Senator                                                           PRESENT 

[Nina Susin] | International Senator                                                                            PRESENT 

[Kaleb Capellar] | McMillan Senator                                                                            PRESENT 

[Cristian Martinez] | Neighborhoods Senator                                                     PRESENT 

[Emily Edstrom] | Oliver Senator                                                                   PRESENT 

[Aloisa Morales-Saldana] | StewVille Senator                                                     PRESENT 

Representatives: 

[Isabella Gicole] | Incoming Class Representative   PRESENT 

[Logan Roy] | Incoming Class Representative    PRESENT 

[Laney Thomas] | Commuter Student Representative   PRESENT  

 

 

Meeting brought to order at [5:00] 

 

 

Mission statement read by Halle 



____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Approval of Minutes 

 Motioned to approve minutes for 04/01 by Kaleb 

Seconded by Halle 

Favor: 11 | Oppose: - | Abstain: -  

Minutes have been approved.  

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Special Guest: 

Traci Stensland: Thank you for having me. How many do you know what class clarity is? 
Higher education has increased tuition every year. What we do is give micro scholarships 
to bring down the price for students. Students miss out on Whitworth with our tuition 
inflation. But we have fixed the price to reflect what students actually pay. Today I will be 
talking about what this would like for returning students. You received quite a few emails 
about what this means to you all. I will be leaving handouts of the pirate port 
announcement. Our goal is to give you all an easy to understand financial aid offer for you 
all. I will be giving you all this grid and I will explain what this looks like. Our goal is to give 
offers the first week of may. You will get an email with a customized grid with information 
on what your aid will look like. We will also give you the same to your permanent address 
for you family. I will walk you through this so you can understand how it will work for you. 
The tuition will be $26.9k next year. This is a sample of what you will receive. The first 
column shows what the simplified cost would look like the next column shows what 
would’ve happened without this change. You won’t be paying any more than what you 
would’ve if we didn’t change anything. It shows with on campus and off campus living. This 
will be paired with a letter that explains as well. All of your scholarships will be in the 
institutional award. 

Bennett: If we do get talent scholarships will we see what that looks like? 

Traci: No it will be all one number. 

Halle: Will we be able to see what that number is? 

Traci: No there is no breakdown anymore. 

Halle: Is there a breakdown of the fees? 



Traci: Yes they are also on the website. This is the same amount that you would’ve been 
paying before. 

Nina: Is it the same for International students? 

Traci: Yes. We will have financial aid counselors available if your ant to talk to someone 
about this. This is nothing to be stressed about. It doesn’t change much for you just the 
optics of the numbers. This was a leap of faith for Whitworth that way new students 
actually want to come. After we did this we had a lot if universities call us and tell us how 
cool this is. 

Bennett: So hypothetically if you receive an honors semifinalist scholarship are you still 
receiving that or is it cutoff?  

Traci: Those were already built into that number. Nobody lost any money. You are paying 
the same amount. 

Jasmine A: Donor scholarships are they still paying? 

Traci: The donor scholarship is not part of Whitworth’s fund those are given to you by a 
donor. Those donor scholarships if they are renewable will still be there and any state aid 
will still be on the offer. This student on the sample wont be paying the amount on there 
because they still get aid form other sources. Another thing is this doesn’t tell you what you 
owe. It just tells you what you owe after the institutional aid is applied. Which would’ve 
been the same if we hadn’t changed the numbers. We are there to answer questions for 
you and your family.  

Jasmine: Jan term is that changing? 

Traci: That will not be changing. It will still be $385.  

Todd: How do students make an appointment? 

Traci: We are going to have it available on the website where you find your counselor and 
can make an appointment through there. 

Todd: Will there be times available for students during non regular working times? I know 
some students don’t have the time during those regular hours. 

Traci: There might be. We’ll have to figure that out.But if you need something like an early 
evening appointment I’m sure we can accommodate you and do it over Zoom or Teams. 

Avery: I’m kind of confused on the breakdown aspect. I use the breakdown to budget 
usually. Is there no way for me ask my counselor about my breakdown? 



Traci: No there is no way to get that. It’s all built into that number. So you could compare 
that number to what you will be getting. The only change you would see is if you decide not 
to participate. We won’t be making any changes related to any talent awards next year. 
That’s not something that changes regularly anyways. 

Avery: It does usually change. 

Traci: You might have a more unique situation that we could talk more about. Our new 
students won’t have big talent awards next year.  

Gwen: So basically you’ve taken the lowest common denominator and simplified the merit 
scholarship that everyone was previously given and removed it from the tuition and then 
simplified the nearest scholarship to the amounts that it cost before? 

Traci: I don’t want to say yes because I’m not sure I understand exactly what you said but 
Ken Brown made a master spreadsheet with every student so that they would be paying the 
Sam amount next year as they did this year. It might be more helpful once you see it. Thank 
you for having me! 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Student Highlight 

Eli: Our student highlight this week is Alisa Bibaj, she is a non ASWU member of SEC who 
joined SEC because I asked her if she could join and she said yes and has been really 
helpful. We just wanted to highlight her for her help. 

 

 

ASWU Highlight 

Chloe Jane: Our ASWU Highlight this week is Logan! I wanted to highlight Logan because it 
was his idea for the April Fools prank we did last week and he was really helpful with that. 

 

 

What’s Up Whitworth 

Kaleb: There is a BMAC event that is happening this upcoming Saturday. If you are 
interested it will be Saturday Prime time I believe. If you are interested come talk to me.  



Bennett: I’m still confused about new tuition. I don’t know what I was supposed to get out 
of that to tell constituents. 

Gwen: There was approximately $20,000 that nobody was paying so they took that off the 
tuition and off our aid. Basically they changed the price to the lowest common 
denominator because that’s what students were paying anyways and now that’s what the 
public will see. So the merit scholarships had to change to fit that new change.  

Bennett: Why did they get rid of the breakdown? I don’t know how to advocate for my 
constituents.  

Todd: Just encourage them to signup for an appointment. Have them speak with student 
financial services.  

Jasmine A: I think they just summarized it which is why there is no breakdown.  

  

 

 

Club Updates: 

Sigma Tau Delta: 

Kaitlyn: Whitworth’s Sigma Tau Delta chapter just got back from the 2026 Convention in 
New Orleans where five Whitworth students shared their creative and critical work on 
an international stage. Whitworth also brought home silver in the overall “prose” 
category for Kaitlyn Hawker’s piece “Memory.” In other news, we are wrapping up a 
community service project with Books to Prisoners. Our vice president Andrew Doughty 
took the lead on this project and won our chapter a $500 grant from the society. With 
the money we plan to buy new shelves for the B2P facility, postage for their shipping 
costs, and frequently requested books. To add to our contribution, we hosted a book 
drive on campus to restock their stores. In the near future, we will induct new members 
and give out graduation regalia to our seniors.  

Vernon: Is the books to prisoners local? 

Kaitlyn: we have a local branch here in Spokane.  

En Christo: 



Elena: We are a club that makes sandwiches for the unhoused population downtown. Awe 
have made more sandwiches this year which was a big win. We had partnership with WU 
church. This year we’ve had a huge attendance increase which is awesome. We’ve been 
able to do great things for our community. 

Gwen: If any of your classes require volunteer experience this is a great opportunity for 
them. 

ACT Club: 

McKenna: Act Club is currently in the rehearsal process of 2 shows, Almost Maine and 
The Casebook of Sherlock Homes. Almost Maine performances are April 18th and 19th, 
and Sherlock will be on May 8th 9th and 10th. Act clubs plans for next year are to put on 
a show in the late fall. The fall would be a student written show, maybe to continue 
Sherlock or something different type of mystery story. We might also have more guest 
speakers and workshops. We hope to get started collecting interest in writing for our 
spring student show Pen, Paper, Act.  

Gwen: Essentially budget requests are due on the 15th. If clubs want a budget request they 
also need to recharter by the 15th. If they do not, recharter is due by the 30th.  

Jasmine: Sigma Tau Delta and act club were also rewarded for the pirate grant.  

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Athletic Updates: 

Christian:  

Looking back:  

• W & M Ten won against George Fox 

o W Ten also won against LC 

• Softball wins series against Willamette (3-1) 

• Wgolf took 2nd out of 8 teams down in Oregon 

• LAX beats Pacfic University 21-4 

AWAY TEAMS 

• M Golf 

• W Ten 



Looking ahead: 

Wednesday 

• Softball vs George Fox @12 & 2:30 

• LAX vs Whitman @5 

Thursday 

• Softball vs George Fox @12 & 2:30 

Friday 

• JeffRahn Classic @12-7 

Saturday 

• M Ten vs UPS @11 

• Baseball vs Linfield @12 & 3 

• Softball vs Pacific @12 & 2:30 

Sunday 

• M Ten vs Willamette @11 

• Softball vs Pacific @11 & 1:30 

• Baseball vs Linefield @12 & 3 

• LAX vs Linfield @1 

 

 

 

 

Communications Director Updates: 



Chloe Jane:  I just wanted to remind you all to fill out the feedback form. The final day is this 
Friday as that is when we will be making the schedule for next year.  

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Financial Director Updates 

Jasmine A.: No trampoline park off Saturday. Finance committee is on the 17th but I will be 
adjusting the time due to budget committee. Let me know if you have  

Unallocated: $7,847.72 

Capital: $16,877.68  

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Vice President Updates: 

Eli: Elections tabling has a spreadsheet in teams that I need you to fill out. We have 4 
tables in 4 different locations. We’ve concentrated our times to focus on passing times 
between classes. It would be helpful for those who are not running to fill in for some time. 
Another thing is our serve day with Gonzaga is on April 25th. We will be having lunch with 
Sodexo. The serve part is mandatory but the meal is not.  

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Past Events 

Stations of the Cross: 

Jasmine S.: There was stations of the cross up in the HUB last week for Holy Week. I 
thought it went pretty well. There were reflection packets for people at the hub info desk.  

Aubrey: I saw so many people last week doing it and I think it worked well. 

Jasmine A: I also liked how people were up here because of that. 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

Prom: 



Aubrey: Prom is Friday and everything is clear and ready to go. Tell your constituents to go! 
We have less than 100 tickets left. If you are here for a ticket meet me after the meeting. 

Chalk the Walk and Grab a Treat 

Chloe Jane: Chalk the Walk is next Thursday. It’s an event to celebrate spring! We will have 
ice cream for the first 50 people and will have chalk available for everyone to chalk on the 
Hello Walk. I will be there from 11-12.  

Henna Night: 

Vernon: In the ISC lounge I am partnering with I club to do henna. It will be catered by 
Chick-fil-a. I will have tenders and diet lemonade.  

Oliver Twist: 

Emily:  We are working on preparing a menu of mocktails its art deco great gatsby themed 
and the swing and ballroom dance will be there. We will also have a murder mystery yiu 
can enter a raffle for a Lego set if you complete it. 

Taco Bar + Raffle: 

Cristian: Katayanna and I have the taco bar on the 18th. Just waiting on the ERF to get 
approved. One of my house mates will be bringing his blackstone and we will have a build 
your own taco and yard games. 

Steward Feud: 

Aloisa: It will be on the 18th and I will have pizzas and I will have a family feud game that you 
can win coffee cards. There will also be snacks and sodas too. 

Caffeine and Competition: 

Michael: This event will have free coffee, board games, and video games. It will be more 
relaxed since its on Sunday. Unsure how the coffee will work but working on that currently.  

Juneteenth BBQ: 

Vernon: This is right after Michael’s event. There will be hamburgers and hotdogs. If you 
have any restrictions let me know. It will be outside the chapel lawn and then at 5:30 we 
will watch a movie in there. 

 Commuter Mini Golf Event: 

Bennett: I’m kind of in limbo on waiting for advertisement. It will be 7-9pm downtown. I 
can’t guanrent parking or alcohol but I bought a lot of food so please come and eat! 



 

 

Constituency Reports 

Arend 

[Halle]: THE EASTER BUNNY CAME! And took the majority of our Arend residents home 
for the holiday. The gators returned with a little more pep in their step and are ready to 
take on the last 5 weeks of school. Election season is in full swing as well, as Hailey’s 
posters have gone up in the halls, and students talk about excitement for voting 
and next year’s leadership team. There has also been talk and excitement 
about prom this weekend as students make plans to attend.   

Ballard 

[Katayanna]: Residence are feeling rejuvenated after a long warm weekend break with 
the easter bunny. Many are anticipating the housing lottery and are feeling mixed 
emotions of being excited, yet anxious for where they will live next year. Residence are 
getting excited for Cristain's and I's event and looking forward to the prizes. Overall, 
Ballard has been doing very well.  
 
Baldwin-Jenkins:  

[Seth]: BJ is doing great after a well needed spring break as the Easter Bunny made his 
rounds on Sunday. Residents are really enjoying the warm weather and sunshine. 
Primetimes remain well attended, especially after last night's Mafia Primetime. News 
from the Urec about a flag football tournament has lots of the boys in BJ excited to sign 
up for it. Residents are still stressed about the housing lottery, but me and the Ra's have 
done a good job to calm things down and answer questions that people have. All in all, 
it's been a nice return back to BJ and hopefully it continues.  

Boppell: 

[Azalea]: This past week has been very chill in Boppell as residents get back into the 
swing of things after having some time off from classes. We did have a slight 
inconvenience of cold water for about half the day last Thursday, but it was promptly 
fixed by facilities, which we are super grateful for. Many residents celebrated Easter 
with friends, family and even the Easter bunny, which provided a refreshing start to the 
second half of the semester. Many are preparing for housing plans for next year whether 



that be on or off campus. Overall, it has been a lowkey week for Boppell as we look 
forward to more sunny days! 
 
Commuter Students 

[Bennett]: Commuters are doing well this week after another short break. Some were 
visited by the Easter Bunny, and others were the Easter Bunny for their younger siblings 
as they visited home. Commuters are looking forward to prom and many have 
reacted/reposted my infographic on increased gas prices. Gas prices have been hard 
on commuters but there is not much Laney and I can do. They will have to spend a little 
more on gas though to get to my Flatstick Pub Event on April 24th! The ASWU 
Commuter Team continues to work hard to support and engage those who live off 
campus.  

Duvall 

[Grace]: Duvall has been doing well. With this wonderful weather we have been blessed 
with, there have been so many people hanging out outside with their hammocks, 
blankets, and spike ball. Everyone had an awesome 4-day weekend, whether they were 
praising their risen God or enjoying a visit from the easter bunny. There have been many 
questions, mostly from freshmen, about the housing lottery coming up, and the 
responses they get are mostly about how problematic it is. Overall, Duvall is great. 

Incoming Class 

[Isabella]: The incoming class is getting back into the swing of things now that the 
various breaks are over. Everyone is beginning to lock back in to their school work. But 
when they aren’t busy in the library or cafes they are frolicking in the grass like the 
Easter bunny and making use of their hammocks for the first time this year. And many 
are excited to start their new leadership jobs next year. Overall the incoming class is 
enjoying the sun and glad to be back on campus. 

International Students  
 
[Nina]: International students feel rested after our two breaks. Many enjoyed Easter 
break by sitting outside in the sun, catching up on sleep, going to church,  and attending 
my event on Good Friday. Moral is good in the ISC, and many people (including me) are 
excited about the warmer weather we've been having. Overall, everybody seems to be 
ready for the end of the semester and to start summer jobs and internships.  



McMillan 

[Kaleb]: McMillan showers have had hot water on and off since we came break - 
reducing the temperature to every shower to a coin flip. Otherwise, McMillan Men are 
excited to be back after getting mauled by the Easter Bunny and getting caught up in 
other Easter celebrations. The candidates for future senator have been doing 
continuous work on their campaigns, with one of them baking fresh banana bread and 
going door to door with it. The rest of us are continuing to hunker down and lock in into 
the end of the school year. 

Neighborhoods 

[Cristian]: The neighborhoods residents return from their minibreak/long weekend of 
reflection and visit from the easter bunny recharged once again, just a bit sad that they 
don't have another long weekend or break to look forward to. Now we are just counting 
down the weeks till finals. So far we've only had 1 event this month, a collab between 
cool whip and the neighborhoods, where residents got to play improv comedy games 
with cool whip.  Upcoming we have our pizza& play list event, our potluck event, a tie 
dye event and a craft night where residents will be making paper flowers. Lastly we still 
have our combined event with Ballard to look forward to and as it gets closer residents 
get more and more excited to enjoy tacos and prizes. 

Oliver 

[Emily]: Oliver residents enjoyed their Easter break, returning home with tales of items 
brought by the Easter Bunny. Residents are looking forward to Prom at the end of the 
week! The leadership team is busy getting ready for Oliver Twist on the 17th of April. 
We're excited to have attendees put together the clues to solve the mystery of what 
happened to beloved AC Aaron. Other than the excitement of upcoming events, Oliver 
residents are stressed and working hard for the next wave of exams over the next few 
weeks.  

Stew-Ville  

[Aloisa]: In Stew-Ville, it has been restful as constituents took advantage of their Spring 
Break and Easter Bunny Break. It seems that constituents are a little more tired and 
quieter than usual as the Spring Semester is coming to an end. The weather also makes 
the constituents so much happier as they are wearing more shorts than jeans and 
hanging out in the sun. With the sun out and the weather warming, constituents are 
feeling hot in the Stewart building as everyone opens their windows for the fresh air.  



 
 

 

Shoutouts 

 Vernon: Shoutout to everyone who worked on the executive q and a last night. 

Gwen: Cool whip has a show on the 18th on stage 2 and the jubilation showcase is on the 
26th. 

Vernon: BSU is meeting tomorrow at 6pm in Weyerhaeuser 205. We are also I talking about 
a gala. 

Aubrey: Spring Fest is an all hands on deck event. You should have it on your calendar and 
will give jobs out when we get there. There’s a lot happening so be ready.  

Eli: Shoutout to Jack who was at the q and a who took pictures and got the candidates 
water.  

Chloe Jane: Shout out to whoever it was who reset the room. I have no idea who it was but 
just know I and and everyone else appreciate you! 

Logan: The collide conference is on the 17th and 18th and there is a brunch at 12 for young 
adults 

Jasmine A: Career Week is next week! It’s Tuesday – Thursday and they are literally flying 
alumni out who want to speak with you! 

 

 Motioned to adjourn meeting by Kaleb 

 Seconded by Halle 

Favor: 13 | Oppose: - | Abstain: - 

Meeting adjourned at [5:53] 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


