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[Guided by thoughtful faith-based rationales, We the Associated Students of Whitworth University, aspire to cultivate an environment that prioritizes the flourishing, safety, and connection of our diverse student body. We are dedicated to authentically serving and welcoming our communities with intent and humility, driven by our devotion to represent, listen, and lead.] 
______________________________________________________________________________

2026-27 ASWU Meeting Minutes [09/16/2026]

Executive Members: 
[Vernon Glass] | President 		            					PRESENT
[Michael Barnes] |Vice President 	             					PRESENT 
[Basma Al Najjar] | Financial Director 			             		PRESENT
[Karen Quintero] | Communications Director 	             			PRESENT

Coordinators: 
[Madilyn Richart] | Campus Activities Coordinator 					PRESENT
[Mayumi Guzman] | Club Coordinator 						PRESENT 
[Diana Juarez-Monzalvo] | Cultural Engagement Coordinator 			PRESENT
[Xander Frens] | Senior Class Coordinator 		            		    	PRESENT 
[Isaac Paxton] | Spiritual Life Coordinator 	             				PRESENT
[Ellie Woods] | School Spirit Coordinator 						PRESENT
[Aubrey Lathrom] | Traditional Events Coordinator 					PRESENT

Senators: 
[Haylee Norris] | Arend Senator 							PRESENT 
[Isabelle Mork] | Ballard Senator 		             				PRESENT 
[Tyler Koontz] | Boppell Senator 							PRESENT 
[Harmony Selle] | Commuter Student Senator 					PRESENT
[Isabella Gicole] | Duvall Student Senator 						PRESENT 
[Nina Susin] | International Senator 							PRESENT 
[Grant Gustafson] | McMillan Senator 						PRESENT 
[Zachary Welch] | Neighborhoods Senator 			             		PRESENT
[Seth Phillips] | Oliver Senator 							PRESENT 
[Aloisa Morales-Saldana] | Stewart Senator 				            	PRESENT
[Jada Hall] | Warren Senator 								PRESENT

Representatives: 
[Cristian Martinez] | SAAC Representative 				            	PRESENT 
______________________________________________________________________________

Meeting brought to order at [5:00]
______________________________________________________________________________
Mission statement read by Aloisa Morales-Saldana ______________________________________________________________________________Approval of Minutes 
Motioned to approve minutes for 09/16 by Seth Phillips
Seconded by Aloisa Morales-Saldana
Favor: 12 | Oppose: - | Abstain: - 
Minutes have been approved. 
_____________________________________________________________________________
Special Guests:  Dan King 
[bookmark: _Int_CA5UvE6c][bookmark: _Int_v2tjSsID][bookmark: _Int_3GMIYO4n][bookmark: _Int_FBNbrt62]Dan: Good to see everyone, welcome back. I’m Dan I'm the resident dining manager we love coming to the ASWU meetings to get your input and get a pulse check. I like to start off by telling you what's new, what may have changed in resident dining. We’ve had to make some adjustments to align financially with the university. We had to shave off some hours of lunch. That's the only hours change we made. Closing at 1:00 rather than 1:30, which saved the university a pretty good chunk of money over the 9 months, about 30,000 dollars for that small adjustment. We didn't just say we were going to cut that hour, we did research and looked at numbers, on average 15 students came from 1-1:30, so it was an easy decision to make to save that money. But if you hear of anyone that’s having challenges have them come see me, there's always solutions, I'll work with individuals who have schedule challenges. There are solutions like sack lunches or the to go program there's ways around it if people really struggle. We're trying some fruit this year, a healthier choice of salads. Again, it helps in cost even though fruit is more expensive than pasta; the labor amount is greatly reduced. That's really all the major changes we’ve made. The resident dining specials will be posted soon. The September schedule wasn't posted, simply because there was so much going on, and freshmen aren't used to dining yet. Tomorrow at lunch our first non-advertised special is Loco Moco, that one's been super popular. We’ll have novelty nights and ice cream bars. If there is anything you all would like to see, shout it out and we’ll see if we can make it happen. Anybody have any Wishlist stuff, concerns?
[bookmark: _Int_NEK5nHTN]Mayumi: I guess we’ve already talked about it, but the new kiosk at Qdoba is causing mass crowding like today I was in line for the kiosk and was told multiple times to get out of people's way. I don't think I was, but it was a really long wait and cramped. I guess it frustrates some people. There are a lot of people waiting 20 minutes because there’s a lot of orders but not enough people to handle them. I don't know if you're in charge of this but maybe finding a system to be more efficient but also less crowded in the space. 
[bookmark: _Int_k9L3WMdK][bookmark: _Int_DNAiNQ3W][bookmark: _Int_GQ6VkhJe]Dan: My colleague Chet is in charge of all the retail outlets; I'd love to get Chet squeezed in and I know he’d love to come in and address anything. Anything retail he'll be able to speak to that and maybe you can come up with solutions. Nothing we do is permanent, so if something doesn’t work out, we’ll pivot. I'll let Chet know, Vernon. You can let me know if you can squeeze Chet in and send him an invite. I'll pass on your concern. My focus is resident dining and catering. 
Chloe: Regarding the fruit, is there going to be seasonal fruit. Or the same fruit all year?
[bookmark: _Int_wDgNdc6T][bookmark: _Int_pXcz9hjn][bookmark: _Int_ZX6HS8Wm]Dan: Chef Chris will switch it up. We’ll run it as long as we can and do some seasonal fruits. If we do that for a month and it seems to be wearing off, we’ll do the pasta bar for a month I'll lean on you all for some feedback. For now, we’ll run that station until we get feedback and see if it starts trending down when we notice that happening, we’ll change it up.
Belle: This is silly, but the banana cream pudding has cinnamon toast crunch in it and people don't like that. 
Dan: The Southern Banana Pudding?
Belle: yeah, sometimes I like it but other times it gets mushy.
Michael: Can we have cinnamon toast crunch as a topping?
Basma: Or have it in the cereal area.
Belle: Or have a sign that says recommend with cinnamon toast crunch.
Basma: Can we have the fudgy brownie back?
Dan: All those items will rotate. Most of the core menu is on a five-week cycle, so it'll come back around.
Mayumi: Speaking of cereal, I had a bowl of cereal, and I was asking about the milk options. I'm lactose so I was wondering how do you guys make the decisions about the choices in the fridge?
[bookmark: _Int_n2XJHtBs][bookmark: _Int_LAFKDi8Q][bookmark: _Int_gwn3uYNP]Dan: We try to keep that stock with all of them. Soy, almond and coconut milk. If you go to the fridge and there's not one that you want, track down Belinda or one of the servers; it probably ran out and needed to restock. 
Ellie: Shoutout Belinda, she is the sweetest.
[bookmark: _Int_BlEUPpTT]Dan: She is amazing and keeps breakfast up and running. My door is always open. My office is right by the cashier, and you all have my email. Thank you!
Mayumi: Thank you for feeding us!
Michael: Does that free meal card only work on Wednesday night? 
Dan: Yes, that is an incentive. Whitworth donates that to you guests. 
______________________________________________________________________________Student Highlight: Kate Holmes 
Michael: This week's student highlight is Kate Holmes, our ASWU front desk person; she was nominated for showing up constantly and making everyone's workload easy during orientation. If you see her tell her thank you! 
______________________________________________________________________________
 ASWU Highlight: Madilynn Richart 
[bookmark: _Int_UNGnR4Sn][bookmark: _Int_UQayXcIU]Vernon: She has been absolutely crushing it; she's been planning ahead with all her events, Singing with the Stars was a hit. She has been taking command in every space that she's been in. If you ever need help, she will be there without even asking, Madi, we appreciate you!
______________________________________________________________________________
What’s Up Whitworth: 
Madi: A lot of people have been coming to me about the music in the HUB specifically in the early mornings, I was here at like 8 in the morning and they were playing Katy Perry. When you're trying to wake up, it’s not super welcoming. I’ve heard that they’d appreciate more mellow music in the morning than if you were to play that at lunch, which would make sense.
[bookmark: _Int_jfyimq9r]Diana: I’ve heard from a couple of people who don’t like the new kiosks in Qdoba, I think it made it so complicated, and I was so confused when I got in there. I took us 18 minutes to get our Qdoba and the prices went up. I don't know if those correlate.  
Zach: Also, the kiosks don't tell you when things are out of stock, so there's been issues where you'll order something and get something completely different. 
Belle: Currently all the lights on the hello walk aren't turning on at night and I'm working really hard to fix it but it's taking me a lot longer than I thought it would, but if anyone's alarmed it is being fixed. 
Vernon: Thank you, I will need that for safety committee.
Chloe: The lights behind the Oliver area have been turning on really late.
Belle: I can fix that. We're going to go around on Friday and change the timers because its getting darker earlier.
[bookmark: _Int_ZgjjXB0q][bookmark: _Int_vdIlQULU]Nina: Did they fix the doors to the HUB because I know that they weren't opening at night. During singing with the stars, I know Isabella tried to get in the hub and her card didn't work so she had to use mine because I have different access with Sodexo.
Vernon: I was in here late and I saw people roaming at night, so I hope that's been fixed 
______________________________________________________________________________
Happy Birthday Cristian Martinez


Club Updates: 
Mayumi: My constituents are doing well; a lot of them are getting events up for the year. We have Westminster Round hosting a collage night and Jubilation has created their fall semester schedule. Model UN has created their first Monday meeting as well. Our first official club meeting is on September 29th from 6 to 7 P.M. here in the chambers.
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Athletic Updates:  
· Looking back: XC, battle of the northwest
· men placed 5th out of 9
· women placed 6th out of 9
· VB, swept @pre season tournament in walla walla (3-0)
· Football blows out Utah Islanders 45-0
· MSoc beats Austin College down in Colorado
HOME EVENTS: FRIDAY
· 2:00 PM, Men’s Soccer vs. Mary Hardin-Baylor 
SATURDAY
· 1:00 pm Football vs Eastern Oregon
SUNDAY
· 11:00 am Msoc vs UC Santa Cruz 
· 11:00 am M Golf Fall invite

AWAY
· Volley Ball
· W Soccer
_____________________________________________________________________________
Communications Director Updates: 
Karen: Please check your mailboxes regularly, everyone got swarmed with a bunch of posters so whenever you have office hours just make sure you get your stuff or just pop by, we'd love to see you anyway. 
[bookmark: _Int_7qLjbqIB]Zach: What do I do with my posters since I'm in the neighborhoods?
Karen: You can go ahead and hang them up in the library or in the HUB or academic buildings.
We also want to open up the sweatshirt and t-shirt conversation soon. We don't know much info yet, but we do need help choosing a color and whether you guys would prefer a hoodie over a crewneck. So, keep that in mind, its just something to put on your radar. Nothing that needs to be decided right now. Happy Wednesday everyone!
Micheal: Next week we’ll ask you a couple questions, and we’ll have a little more information on the available options on what you guys want then. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Financial Director Updates: 
Basma: I wanted to hear about what you all thought of the FSOP rules that I gave you a brief explanation on. Did anyone review them over the week? Any comments that we need to change. 
Vernon: Any discussion of the FSFOP changes?
Motioned to move forward with FSOP changes by Cristian Martinez
Seconded by Nina Susin 
Favor: 11 | Oppose: - | Abstain: -
[bookmark: _Int_Tr7u3Nqy]FSOP changes approved. 

[bookmark: _Int_E6NYjPUR][bookmark: _Int_Bm36q6QE]Basma: We have our capital and unallocated budgets; a lot of people have been asking these will be on the 10th day of school. We’ll get these numbers to you next week. Also, finance committee will be meeting sometime next week so the numbers might change because of that.
______________________________________________ 

Vice President Updates:

[bookmark: _Int_AeywVNgc][bookmark: _Int_3HTJ2C6J]Michael: For office hours, you've all done a pretty good job setting those up. We want those scheduled so we get to talk, the longer we wait the less information I have about how you are doing and how I can support you. A couple of the office hours have been sent to my personal email, and I'd love to have them in my ASWU email. I'll be sending meeting cancellations or requests. Please stay up to date with your emails. Next thing will be Todd one on one. I don't know if you all have resolved that. Senior class is missing, Duvall senator, Boppell senator and SACC. 
[bookmark: _Int_NZg5tkS8]Cristian: Who do I set up a meeting with, you or Vernon? 
Michael: Set one up with me. Weve decided you are a representative. We also need to approve the fall election timeline. Alot of this is checking if the dates work for ASWU this is also subject to change. 
Aubrey: The 12th past and we didn't have our meeting. The goal is to have that open next Monday, right? 
Grant: So, we want our meeting to happen this Friday the 18th? I can most likely make that.
Michael: There's a second SECC meeting on Wednesday, September 30th, I just figured we'd do it right before the ASWU meeting since well all be here. 

Vernon: Can I get a motion for the upcoming election schedule?
Motioned to approve the upcoming election schedule by Grant Gustafson 
Seconded by Seth Phillips 
Favor: 12 | Oppose: - | Abstain: -
Schedule approved 

Michael: I'll be getting that to you by Friday. 


President Updates:
[bookmark: _Int_dWOy51qv][bookmark: _Int_iWLRoOiR][bookmark: _Int_OR3XGluM][bookmark: _Int_kXLI4QVG]Vernon: Same thing I won't hunt you down for office hours with Laurie. I'm currently seeking two members for Undergrad curriculum committee. This committee meets 4-6 times every year. You get to voice your opinion, but you don't get to vote, however this is taken very seriously because this is for the curriculum in multiple classrooms in the undergrad realm. The first meeting is the 21st but its last minute so don't worry about getting there, if you're interested email me and I'll send them your name ASAP. Last thing ICW committee stay afterwards it'll take a quick couple minute because Gonzaga is interested in doing something for ICW. 
______________________________________________________________________________Past Events: 
· Welcome Back Commuter event 9/11
Harmony: I think it went really well; we had a good turnout. Judging by how many pizzas we got there were about 30-40 people that came through, I got to talk to a lot of new commuters. The one comment was that I didn't advertise good enough, so I'll be taking that into account for future events.
Michael: I stopped by for some pizza. It was very chill and had good vibes. 
· A Time to Pray for our Nation 9/11
Isaac: It went well; we got like 12-15 people. There was a pretty even student and staff balance not ideal on a Friday afternoon but can't change it. I also have an ASWU prayer box that will have note cards and pens, and it’ll be in my office. 

· Bingo Night 9/12
Aubrey: It was good, we had about 250 people show up the stands felt comfortably packed. People enjoyed the little animal mystery packs. I also appreciate all the ASWU people that showed up outside of the schedule. We got some good feedback about 15-20 responses.
Jada: The only feedback I had is that the door kept locking on everyone, so I had to stand guard so maybe next time just double check that. 
Belle: A lot of my constituents were saying it was the highlight of their week.
[bookmark: _Int_vqf7y5j6]Isabella: I know a lot of RA’s made it their prime time to walk over to bingo night together. So, for future reference if you want to put that in your motes to ask RA’s to do that.
[bookmark: _Int_yOT2Uf1l]Vernon: I want to shoutout the tech crew that was there. They were very helpful and fun to talk to. 
[bookmark: _Int_ZwvHOgZT][bookmark: _Int_oRMkOrkb]Tyler: I was thinking more about the atmosphere; it was a pretty big space. Vernon well done on the singing. I think it felt a lot more laid back this year. I was sitting with a lot of Duvall people and it was a cool bonding time for the halls; people were having a lot of fun.
[bookmark: _Int_9iq4ICyU]Aubrey: If anything else comes up feel free to email me.

· All-sport tailgate 9/12
Vernon: That event was awesome. I got to DJ for those two hours, decent amount of people showed up and the food was amazing, I tried my first Seattle dog thank you to Karen and Diana. People went to the game after or just went back to their dorms and chilled.
Zach: With the football game and other sports games. In the neighborhoods we’ve had a lot of trouble with people parking on our property, I had security with me basically the entirety of the start of the game like three hours because they started parking on our tree areas. Security told me I had to put parking signs for parents to make sure they aren't parking on our property. 
[bookmark: _Int_h1bZOKRO]Jada: I can add to that, I was hanging out in Warren at night, and security comes in and asking for someone to send out a mass email asking people to move their cars at 11 at night, not everyone's going to want to move their cars. He wasn't very specific about whether he was going to ticket people or the time frame for how long they needed to, whether they had to do it now or before the game. 
Seth: I can speak on that too; I have friends who live in Warren. They told me they wished they knew that earlier at the beginning of the week.
Jada: If this is going to be a regular thing, I would like to be able to know that to send out on my newsletters.
Michael: We will have security sometimes this year as guests.
Harmony: It is mainly letting people know beforehand, but also security should be contacting the residence life for that it should be the AC who has the email list asking them to clear the lot, for however long letting security know that they should be talking to residence life. 
Isabella: Same thing I had only some people moved their cars because no one moved theirs; they're mainly upset about the inconsistencies. 
Zach: it seems there's a lot of inconsistency between security and residence life. I contacted my AC about the parking issue, she told me to contact security, security told me to contact ASWU, and you guys are telling me to contact security. I feel like there needs to be better communication between the departments, especially when its about these games.

· Singing with the Stars 9/11
Madi: I think it went really well. We had 34 responses on the feedback sheet. Drinks were a hit, thank you all for your help. We had a lot of people tell us they could hear it from the little garden area. 
Nina: I had a great time, the only thing for next year at night, we’d like more lights on the table because we were making drinks and we couldn't see and the people ordering couldn't either, we didn't know what we were making or maybe move closer to the campanile. 
Xander: For how long the list of people waiting to go up, the thing that I noticed was that there seemed to be people who signed themselves multiple times which was little frustrating I showed up halfway through and waited an hour and didn't get close to when I could go up so maybe if there is so many people limiting them to one song.

Madi: That was something that showed up on the feedback form. It’s really hard because people are coming and going, and it’d go over our heads.
Michael: You could do it so that they could do a duo or group as long as the people up there haven't done it before.
Vernon: I just want to say that it was awesome. There were few people who showed up late and tried to hop on the queue, so that's not entirely your fault. Tech was amazing, set up and tear down was quick, the only problem was getting into the hub after. 

______________________________________________________________________________
Upcoming Events:
· Sweet Scoops Social 9/17 8:00 pm
Isabella: That's me in Duvall during primetime. I'm buying ice cream and don't need any help.
· Free pizza @volleyball 9/18 6:45 pm
Madi: There will be free pizza at the volleyball game on Friday next week you should come and wear your name tag to get your face out there and I have free Whitworth gear to throw into the audience.
· Ballard Rocks 9/18 8:00 pm
Belle: I got a bunch of rocks to paint and set up outside of Ballard Hall sign and have snacks and drinks.
· Mac Smiley Sodas and Lawn games 9/19 1-3 pm
Grant: its going to be a great time, lawn games and soda bar I'd really appreciate if we can get 1-2 peole to help set up the games. I don't need you for a long time, just 30-45 minutes. The location is in the Loop. 
· Floaty Hangout 9/23 @ 8 pm
Aloisa: I'm going to buy ice cream to make root beer floats and get butcher paper for questions that constituents can answer because that was popular last year.
· Kahoot Night 9/23 @ 8 pm
[bookmark: _Int_UP1llcCo]Tyler: I'm doing a trivia night in Boppell, there's going to be snacks there and there is a raffle system, so if you place or win in Kahoot you can win some JBL headphones, a leg set or a power bank. If it dies early, I'll do the drawing earlier. Anybody can enter, and anyone can show up because based on my CBS meetings, not a lot of people hangout in the lounge.
· Club George 9/25 @ 8 pm
Vernon: It's the same thing there will be live music, mocktails the purpose is for advocating for safe partying and tips. Next week Irman will be here to ask for help. He didn't give me an estimate of how much help he needs so if you can block out that date. 
________________________________________________________________________
Constituency Reports 
Arend 
[Haylee]: Arend residents have being active and thriving this week. With all the fun events and the starting of classes everyone has been ready to begin the fall semester. Arend and non Arend residents this week have been thoroughly enjoyed playing poolhorse and filling the lounges with community and laughter. Unfortunately some residents have come to me asking about getting new pool cues as ours have not tips and one is entirely missing. I am working on getting new ones as soon as I can. Overall Arend is doing fantastic and everyone is hyped for the coming days!

Ballard 
[Belle]: This week Ballard girls had a fun yet busy beginning of the school year. As the air has started to take on a chill, I am seeing more and more of my constituents layered up while walking to their classes. The first milk and cookies was a huge success. Grant and I made at least 200 cookies, and all of them were eaten except for a few scraps left in the bottom of the bowl. I have been getting a lot of questions about future BMAC events, as well as enthusiasm about attending Ballard Tea which I am thrilled to be hosting this year. I am hoping that participation in events stays this high all the way through to the end of the semester and that the Ballard first-years continue to pursue involvement and community in BMAC.

Boppell
[Tyler]: Boppell has been pretty lowkey as usual, though I am seeing an increase in traffic and presence in the building. The kitchen is regularly being used, filling the lounge with amazing smells of residents' meals. There has been a consistent pile of deliveries arriving at the front door of Boppell, usually ending up inside. At the CBS meeting held a week ago, there was an interest in getting a pool table for the lounge. While we were debating the quiet hours, they all came together for the addition of the game. There was a small issue of misuse on the whiteboard, but it has since ceased. Residents are enjoying this first full week of school and the warm weather coming back.

Commuter Students 
[Harmony]: With week one coming to a close, commuters seem to be in a mostly good spot in relation to their classes. I posted a poll on the commuter Instagram asking how the first week went, and roughly 29%  said "10/10. Amazing. No notes," another 29% said "I have no idea why I put myself through this," and, at 41%, the majority said "so-so. Some cool classes, some lame ones." With this, and what I have heard from talking to commuters around campus and during my pizza welcome event, it seems most commuters are at least feeling ok about the semester as it gets started. A few first-year commuters also said they had some trouble finding their way around at first, but that they are figuring it out as they go.
Duvall 
[Isabella]: The residents of Duvall are having a great start to the year! Everyone has been enjoying primetimes and using the common spaces to get to know each other. They took the CBS meeting very seriously, and we had 5 different categories of quiet hours. I have heard a lot of excitement for my event tomorrow during primetime so I'm excited to see who shows up. Overall, Duvall has been having lots of fun!
International Students 
[Nina]: International students are doing well as they settle into their routines and classes start to pick up. The ISC continues to be busy as students enjoy the pool table in the lounge. Many are excited about our upcoming Silverwood trip, with many students going there for the first time. Overall, students are finding themselves in this new semester and getting more comfortable with their routines, classes, and life on campus.

McMillan 
[Grant]: Having the first week under their belt the Men of Mac are feeling decent about classes as people fall into the rhythm of school life. People are excited by the amount of activities happening in and outside of BMAC. Friend groups and communities have started. With the second Milk and cookies coming up, people are yet again in high hopes for a fun night. People are starting to voice concerns about the state of the ping pong tables net and potential revisions to quiet hours. Overall the Men of Mac are enjoying life on campus and adjusting well

Neighborhoods 
[Zach]: This past week residents have been planning away with their house events, one on the 19th, one on the 20th, one on the 23rd, and one on the 26th! With my senator event finally having a set date for the 27th. Everyone seems to be in good spirits and enjoying classes so far and excited for the school year. Only issues been the non-residents parking in our designated spots.

Oliver 
[Seth]: Oliver has been alive and well this past week. Primetimes have been very successful with many residents coming to attend. I held our CBS meeting last week; things went smoothly, and there were no issues to report. I have received complaints about the slamming of doors in the halls. I can say from personal experience, it's very annoying with how loud they are. Residents are slowly settling into campus life. Many of them talked to me about singing with the stars and how it was a super fun event. Oliver looks forward to many more fun events In the future. I already have residents interested in the incoming student rep position, and I have helped them build their confidence to run by answering questions and promoting ASWU. All in all, Oliver has a lot to look forward to and we're all excited for the positive things to come in the future.  
Stewart 
[Aloisa]: At Stewart, things have been going well and chill. We had our first prime time on Monday. It was pretty calming, and many ate Pico. I also spotted some constituents playing pool and having a great time. The Stewart community is slowly growing and adjusting to each other.

Warren 
[Jada]: Warren has had a strong start to the first full academic week. Students have been working hard to get a good start in their classes, but that doesn’t stop the lounges from being full and lively during Primetimes and late into the night. Residents have been enjoying being able to use the TVs now that I was able to purchase remotes and extension cords for each lounge. I also shared updates with my constituents regarding the possibility of bringing an extra piano from one of the graduate houses to Warren, and they are excited for the good news! I am looking forward to my first office hours and Primetime this Friday as residents have been asking me all week when those will be.
______________________________________________________________________________
Shoutouts N/A
______________________________________________________________________________
Motioned to adjourn meeting by Aloisa 
Seconded by 
Favor: 12 | Oppose: - | Abstain: - 
Meeting adjourned at [6:02]
______________________________________________________________________________
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