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[Guided by thoughtful faith-based rationales, we the Associated Students of Whitworth University, aspire to cultivate an environment that prioritizes the flourishing, safety and wellbeing of our diverse student body. We are dedicated to serving our communities with open arms and hearts, authenticity, and humility, driven by a devotion to represent, listen, and lead.]

2024-25 ASWU Meeting Minutes [10/1/2025]
 
Executive Members:
[Abby Ruffcorn] | President                                                                                            	PRESENT
[Eli Harris] | Vice President                                                                              		PRESENT
[Jasmine Arevalo-Amaya] | Financial Director                                                                 PRESENT 
[Chloe Jane Crandell] | Communications Director                                                        PRESENT
 
Coordinators:
[Michael Barnes] | Campus Activities Coordinator                                                       PRESENT
[Gwen Brantner] | Club Coordinator                                                                             	PRESENT       
[Vernon Glass] | Cultural Events Coordinator                                                           	PRESENT
[Avery Hamilton] | Senior Class Coordinator                                                 		PRESENT
[Jasmine Schmidt] | Spiritual Life Coordinator                                                                PRESENT
[Mary Penfield] | School Spirit Coordinator                                                              	NOT PRESENT
[Aubrey Lathrom] | Traditional Events Coordinator                                                       PRESENT
 
Senators:
[Halle Price] | Arend Senator                                                                    		PRESENT                                                            [Josie Crandell] | Ballard Senator                                                                         	PRESENT
[Azalea Vlietstra] | Boppell Senator                                                                                      PRESENT
[Bennett Johnson] | Commuter Student Senator                                                           PRESENT
[Grace Reynolds] | Duvall Student Senator                                                               	PRESENT 
[Nina Susin ] | International Senator                                                                         	PRESENT
[Kaleb Capellar] | McMillan Senator                                                                   		PRESENT
[Cristian Martinez] | Neighborhoods Senator                                                    	PRESENT
[Emily Edstrom] | Oliver Senator                                                                  		PRESENT
[Aloisa Morales-Saldana] | StewVille Senator                                                                  PRESENT


Meeting brought to order at [5:00]


Mission statement read by Vernon


Special Guest
Dan King: Usually, we use the opportunity to tell you what’s new. Not many changes from last spring to this fall. One change is the Grown station during lunch. We brought that back it has a lot of vegan and vegetarian options.
Chris Garr: It is all vegan and always a plant station. Last year we tried to make it gluten free. But we decided to make it fully plant based. Give it a shot if you walk by. We want people to try new foods. We are doing more events like create your own cinnamon roll and focaccia as well. We’re doing the euro station as well. We are doing the Twist bar which has rotating options Monday through Sunday every night. Trying to add more specialty pizzas as well as trying to stretch the rotation so we have fewer recurring options. Trying to add more while keeping base items. Trying different things with Savory station. I can tell if you like it by the carousel. If it doesn’t go well, I will change it up.
Dan: Special events I don’t know how many joined Fall Fest but we try to get you out of the dining hall once in awhile. Next week working with Vernon for the Hispanic heritage meal that’s going to be on Thursday the 9th. Retail change is the QDOBA store is open till 4 now. We like to use this opportunity to get feedback from you guys. 
Nina: Thank you for coming I know that what you do is hard. I have heard a lot of good feedback. Everyone is so much happier with the options in the dining hall this year. One thing I will say is that I’m hearing from students that there is a gap between Sodexo and students. I know when you first opened the QDOBA in the afternoon a lot of people didn’t know. When you did the cinnamon rolls a lot of people don’t know because they don’t go to that area. But again, thank you for the hard work that you guys do.
Dan: What would be the best communication?
Bennett: Instagram
Dan: Does that work because we have a marketing team.
Bennett: And then we can repost that on our accounts after you guys post it.
Kaleb: Do you have a date for your Thanksgiving menu?
Dan: I just got it. I don’t have it on the top of my head but we do have it. Can you resend me an email?
Kaleb: Yes I can do that.
Dan: I think it’s the Thursday before actual Thanksgiving. 
Kaleb: So Thursday November 20th. Thank you. 
Chloe Jane: Latley I’ve been eating at the dining hall, not very often because I live off campus but I’ve noticed that there has been fewer gluten free options and that has been a struggle for me because I don’t always find something to eat at the dining hall. I was wondering why that change might have happened.
Chris: There’s gluten free options for every meal at every station. 
Chloe Jane: You guys say that but I’ve gone to the grill station multiple times asking for a gluten free option and they’ve told me multiple times how there wasn’t a gluten free option there.
Dan: Is it at nighttime? 
Chloe Jane: It’s been kind of random.
Dan: We’ll revisit with the team. But we usually do have a gluten free bun option and a gluten free option. We also usually have gluten free chicken in the back for Savory. And just communicate with me and I can push for that.
Chris: Yea because we started off strong with a lot of options because we’re like “oh everyone needs to have that” but the cooks might have gotten to a point where they’re like “cool I just made a whole pan of this, and no one took any.”
Chloe Jane: Yea I understand that. I mean I’m also not at the dining hall everyday for every meal because I’m off campus. Usually I can find an option but its usually like one or two options out of all of the other options.
Dan: We we do always have gluten free pasta at the Twists station. You just have to ask.
Vernon: I have 2 things. First thank you for working with me and two can I send you the flyer for that?
Dan: Yep
Halle: I’ve noticed that the greeters have been letting us know what’s been for dinner. Which has been super helpful because I have a lot of friends who just grab items whether they’re allergic to them or not. And having the greeters tell us is really nice. So, thank you.
Dan: We appreciate that. We have an amazing team with really good people that care about you guys.
Michael: For the events, I would have a giant poster or A-frame those can be helpful. 
Dan: What about using your digital screen?
Todd: Absolutely
Michael: Another thing I would also say is add BBQ Sauce.
Dan: Yea we can totally add that.
Halle: And add sriracha 
Chris: We actually always have sriracha over in Slices.
Halle: Where?
Chris: In the squeeze bottles.
Halle: Oh, because they aren’t labeled, I haven’t seen it.
Dan: BBQ is a no brainer. I didn’t know it was that popular. 
Chris: Yeah, we had it 5 years ago, but it just sat in the case forever, so we only put it out when our menu calls for bbq sauce.
Josie: Like Chloe is gluten free I am Ketogenic. I haven’t seen a lot of options.
Chris: What are you looking for?
Josie: More protein and less carbs. Maybe I’m not looking enough.
Dan: Just ask to get plain things like pork loin.
Chris: There’s Italian sausage tonight.
Dan: If you still struggle just ask me and I’ll show you
Aubrey: I loved the sandwich option. One thing I’ve noticed is the bread change. 
Chris: We had a change in Sodexo, and we added some new things. We are also trying to spend less money which is why we have less bread options.
Nina: Sauces by the pizza are not labeled
Chris: Just roll the dice!
Dan: We will get those labeled
Nina: One thing that was super popular was the recipes from home from the student. I talked to my friends, and we would love to do that again. 
Chris: Already scheduled in March
Dan: We will talk as a team to see if we want to do that once a semester.
Chris: We did the recipes from home and then the international recipes in the spring. 
Dan: We are starting feedback surveys next week. It only takes a couple minutes. We look at it and make changes. Make sure you do the survey.
Gwen: Note to assembly. Sometimes first years don’t know this, but you can go to different stations and ask for different things. The key to eating in the dining hall is to go to different stations and ask for different things. Tell your constituents that you can do that.
Dan: Yes, it's your dining hall. Treat it like your kitchen at home.
Chris: We tell our celiac students and other students with dietary restrictions to do that.
Dan: Let your students know. I love to meet with students and do a tour about the whole area. Who to talk to and where to go.
Bennett: Do you guys oversee Mind and Heath?
Dan: Yes, but not directly. There’s someone else who’s in charge of that.
Bennett: I have been overcharged multiple times by the newer people. And they were doing drinks wrong. Lacrissa talked to me and gave me advice. But I just want people to make sure they are charging correctly.
Dan: Make sure you tell someone.
Halle: Is there a chance we can get sunflower seed back at the salad bar?
Chris: We rotate through and sometimes it takes a few weeks to get a new box. Belinda is really good about rotating. 
Dan: Who likes free coffees?
Assembly: Yay!
Coffee cards get passed around assembly
Abby: Thank you!
Courtney: I have 2 coordinators and captains with me as well. I am Courtney, the URec manager.
Jessica: I am Jessica, the facilities coordinator for the UREC.
Ashton: I’m Ashton, I’m one of the few club captains for men’s club soccer.
Courtney: Jessica is going to share some fun facts of how we kicked off the year so far.
Jessica: The URec has 4 programs and I’m going to highlight 2 of them. So first we have the facility program. We had 4,723 visits this month. And that’s students, faculty, and staff. Coming in at number 1 with over 1,800 visits is freshman, number 2 being sophomores being a little over 1,000, 3rd is seniors at 900 and 4th is juniors at 700. Those are really good numbers for our first month. Then we have the climbing wall with 116 shoe rentals as well as 180 visits to the climbing wall.
Courtney: Trying to increase compliance with swiping in. We had a swipe to win raffle to win a $100 Amazon gift card. Last year we had 33,000 swipe ins for the year. This year we are going for 40,000 and we already had 4,000 this month.  I’m gonna highlight intramurals and outdoor rec. We just kicked off our intramural season. We have 33 people in pickle ball, 78 in basketball, and 144 in volleyball. So, we’ve seen almost double in participation from last fall. We have a total of 281 memberships this fall. Last year we had 42. So we’re already doubling numbers from last year. Your sponsorship primarily funds student employment but it also keeps our fee for intramurals lower. It’s only $10. Keeps fee accessible. So outdoor rec has 11 trips this semester. 7 trips are already full. Last year we had to cancel trips but this year we don’t have to this year. So far, we’ve had 83 participants signed up. Again, on track to double participation. Again because of your sponsorship we are able to keep fee low and pay our guides. We ust bought some new climbing equipment and are hoping to buy a new fleet of snowboards. Snowboards are our most popular item to rent. I want to shout out Sodexo. They are donating 10 swipes for our swipe raffle. Next, we are doing a club shoutout and update from Ashton.
Ashton: So quick shout out, Jess and I happen to be club captains for the men’s and women’s soccer clubs. Courtney is our advisor for our clubs. We tried to requisition for some more funds. I know Gwen and I have had  a chat about this. But this would have a huge impact for our program, just when it comes to scheduling games and continuing what our club has been doing successfully. Thank you very much for your consideration. 
Courtney: That’s all we have do we have time for questions?
Aubrey: I work with the UREc every year for Winter Carnival. It is an all-hands-on deck event. UREC puts all their staff on schedule. It’s November 14th I will need help to set up and tear down.
Avery: Speech and Debate is then so Bennett and I cannot go
Courtney: Todd founded Winter carnival almost 10-12 years ago. He was the previous director of the URec. This event is unique in where we lift up all the curtains in the gymnasium and fill it with inflatables, crate stacking, and cotton candy. It’s for students, faculty, and staff, and their families. So we have little kiddos running around and its really fun.
Jasmine A.: The slide was the scariest thing ever it was great!
Courtney: It’s called the cliffhanger!
Jasmine A.: We fund intramurals $33,000 and outdoor rec $18,000. They’re doing an awesome job working with it and we love to see it in action.
Courtney: I will say that is more funding than we’ve had in the past and with that we are able to expand our programs and try to catch up with the demands. So, thank you for that!
Jasmine A.: It’s super awesome and don’t forget to tell your constituents.
Cristian: Is the raffle still going on?
Courtney: I will draw the prize tomorrow. I’m trying to do it monthly. 
Courtney: We shout out every program that donates if ASWU wants to give a donation.


Student Highlight
[bookmark: _Int_id5gCAth]Eli: Since this was yours, Josie want to take it?
Josie: Bronte helped with my first ever event. I am very grateful, and I don’t know what I would do without her help. She did a good job and was there for everything. 


ASWU Highlight:
Abby: New program starting ASWU highlight. We are highlighting Vernon!
Eli: Vernon has just been giving 110% since training started. 
Abby: Whoever the highlight is gets a coffee card!


What’s Up Whitworth
Bennett: 2 dudes have been whipping around campus on dirt bikes. And I’m like “What are you doing? You almost hit me.”
Abby: If he almost hit you do you know what form you could fill out? The accident and near miss form!
Bennett: I don’t know if that’s against the rules, but electric scooters test my patients enough. Gas powered bikes are bad. But they’re so funny.
Vernon: On October 8th ,  2nd harvest has a market at 2:30-3:30 in the Hawthorne lot for people who have food insecurity.
Josie: Going off of what Bennett said Chloe and I saw them too. It was kinda crazy.
Kaleb: If you guys seen people running around with bandanas BMAC is hosting a game of zombies. Don’t be alarmed by Isaac Simmons.
Gavin: He also made a rule about people not being a jerk. Don’t be concerned about them running around.
Bennett: What’s the Amazon raffle there’s maybe 30 people there.
Halle: How many cards are they handing out?
Abby:1 I emailed Nick and he hasn’t emailed me back.
Bennett: I kind of addressed this in my report. But I had like 10 people tell me about security almost hitting them I have been directing them to your form.
Abby: Definitely tell people to fill it out. 


Club Updates:
Gwen: Post pone this until net week


Communications Director
Chloe Jane: I’ve decided I have too many things on my plate to go into Teams every week and look at the calendar and put your events on the slides. So if you want to have your event on the slides email me. The next thing is that some of you aren’t sending me your posters before you print them. That is not allowed, you need to send me your posters and get them approved before you send them to the print shop.
Kaleb: Is that different from your newsletters?
Eli: Yes
Chloe Jane: I do not handle newsletters. I just need all of your event posters to go through me. Make sure you are putting all of required information on there. That includes the ASWU logo, event information, and your email. Also, I have a question in regard to smaller senator events. I’m not sure if you guys want them advertised to the greater Whitworth community but if you do we have lots of options. So, if you guys want them on the screen by the HUB info desk or the giant screen we store in my office, or even a post on our Instagram. Let me know and I can do that for you guys! One thing to note is that I won’t do that automatically. Just because they are smaller events. So, if you do want them, please email me. Any questions?
Josie: Do I need to advertise Milk and Cookies as an ASWU event?
Chloe Jane: I don’t think so.
Michael: Last year we were getting funding from ASWU, so we did have to but if you guys aren’t then you don’t have to. Where are you getting funding?
Josie: From ASWU
Michael: Then you would need to advertise it as an event then.
Abby: Michael and I only made one poster at the beginning of the year and just hung it up in residence halls and stuff. So it’s pretty chill. 


Financial Director Updates
[bookmark: _Int_P9SZrmln]Jasmine A.: Finance committee was today. Capital stayed the same. Unallocated changed because we gave $300 to Azalea and Emily for Greenbluff on the green. Now everyone look at my dog. Look how cute she is. Now we need to vote. For Mac Haunted House we recommend 1,300 after they requested for 1,700. We recommended this because that’s how much it looked like they spent. After another conversation with Kaleb, we came to the conclusion that it looks like this because students didn’t submit reimbursement. 
Showed Kaleb’s calculations and Finance committee’s calculations
Halle: When we talked it through it seemed like the whole budget was used when we gave them a higher budget. I trust that Kaleb is not trying to rob us. He has put in a lot of effort for the requested fund. I think 1700 is doable on our part. 
Bennett: We have almost 9,000 in unallocated so personally I would vote yes and I trust Kaleb.
Kaleb: I will work with Jasmine during these next 2 weeks to make sure that my section leaders as well as myself are accountable for filling out these reimbursements and actually putting this budget to use. 
Jasmine A.: Point of information I had a meeting with Kaleb today. We talked about finding a way to track this better, there is commitment on both sides for this to be a success. 
Nina: I was kind of expecting some kind of plan or idea about what each section would use. I know its not doable for everything but kind of like an idea. I would be more comfortable approving that if we had that info and it would be helpful for next year too.
Kaleb: That’s what me and Jasmine want to work on this year.
Eli: Each section works quasi-independently so you can’t really track that before haunted house setup. 
Kaleb: that’s why I’m working heavily with section leaders and guesstimate what purchases they need or get donations.
Bennett motions to approve 1700 for Mac Haunted House
Halle 2nd
Favor: 8 | Oppose: - | Abstain: -
Motion passes


Vice President Updates
Eli: Elections update. They have finished. Thank you to everyone who helped table. Todd and I will do calculations soon. And we will see who our new team members are.
Gwen: Did you work out the problems with the people who had issues
Eli: Yes it was a lot of backlog stuff that we need to work on so in the future this doesn’t happen. For right now we did our best. 
Vernon: But even after that there was still a decent amount of people that voted?
Bennett: Yea more than 200.


President Updates
Abby: Habitat for Humanity is Saturday. Please fill out form you can’t go if it isn’t done by Friday. It’s super quick and it will be super fun. We need to drive there. I talked to Eastern’s VP we are planning a serve day. They wanted to do Habitat for Humanity again, but we will find something else maybe. It’s something I’d like to do outside with both of our teams so probably in the spring around March. Town hall is tomorrow. Please ask questions. There are only 11 questions right now.
Bennett: 3 of them are me
Abby: Way to carry the team. We also will have a raffle. There will be pizza. Please tell your friends. We can’t do it if nobody shows up. We will be doing a raffle for ASWU. For every person you bring you get a ticket.
Halle: Since I have a prior commitment and cannot attend can I send in all of Arend and still get raffle tickets?
Abby: If they say Halle sent us then yes.
Vernon: As a coordinator how would that work for us?
Abby: Bring your friends. The gift cards are Olive Garden, Applebees, and Dominos. I will get more tonight. Please send in your questions. We had our first safety committee meeting this week. We basically just divided into subcommittees. This is the QR code for asking questions. This is the new form that I made this last week. It’s for concerns about safety and health concerns that we can bring to security. 


Past Events
Cola Bar:
Gavin: The cola bar was a great success. The cola bar was really successful. And you can get the off brand for really cheap. Other res halls were really interested in it.
PJ just dance party:
Josie: It was a really good event. People really like Just Dance and lots of vibes because pjs. Set a up and tear down was super easy. I will be getting water next time. We had candy. Thanks for Cristian for buying those, I am really grateful we had like 70 people come
Vernon: I thought it was amazing. As soon as hoedown ended almost half of them showed up.
Neighborhoods Party:
Cristian: I had about 40 people show up. Learned a lot of things. I learned it's hard to keep people there. Everyone left as soon as my last raffle. It was funny ho e fast they left. The amount of food I bought was almost perfect. From the feedback I got everyone really liked how I had a lot of things to do. I learned a lot of things. 
Bennett: I heard a lot of good feedback on specifically the gift baskets you put together. They were very applicable for the neighborhoods.
Hispanic Heritage Month
Vernon: my first event went well regardless of everything that happened before. 104 people signed up and were there but not everyone signed up. Maybe 160 or 200 people. Food was gone within an hour. Cleanup took 30 mins with help of HOLA and others.
Centering For Seasons Change
Jasmine S.: I was tabooing yesterday and it was really fun. I feel like it was a good time to pass out resources, it was fun to connect with students, faculty and staff. I printed off maybe too many pieces of paper, but I can use them in the future.
Jasmine A.: I loved it


Upcoming Events
Greenbluff on the Green
Azalea: we are super excited. It’s on Friday and we are having catering from greenbluff. There will be good food and lawn games, and painting pumpkins.
Hispanic Heritage Month Dinner
Vernon: This is part 2. This will be different and having it in the dining hall. I just locked in some talent. I was stressing about that yesterday. Sodexo will be offering a menu. We will be giving away free book marks.
Student Market
Aubrey: Michael asked me to talk for him he needs 4 people to help with setup and tear down as well as people who can stop by. Hoping to set up at 9:30 and tear down 30 mins after event ends.
Jasmine A.: I can help possibly
Halle: I can help with tear down
Aubrey: I have enough names probably to move on. Thank you.
Homecoming Retro Dance
Aubrey: I posted. A thing n teams its that evening. Abby ran this last year. We currently have 3 vendors. We will have mocktails and the jazz band. Next week I need the spots filled.


Constituency Reports
Arend
[Halle]: Per usual, Arend is doing good. We had two overflow rooms cleared. Students have been buzzing about elections. I have been made aware of complaints about quiet hour problems. I am working with the RAs to become better at enforcing it. Besides that, all is good on the Arend front.
Ballard
[Josie]:  Ballard constituents are doing well this week. They had a lot of fun this past weekend attending my PJ Just Dance Party event with Duvall. They also went to Harvest Hoedown and engaged with many people from other residence halls! Milk and Cookies had a great turnout last week and I expect a good turnout again. We had our fall ratification meeting on Monday the 29th and changed the quiet hours and some bathroom etiquette. Overall, Ballard is super locked in and really engaged with everyone within our hall and other residence halls.
Boppell
[Azalea]:  Residents are currently feeling a mix of excitement and nerves as they prepare for their first round of exams. Many students have expressed some stress, but they are balancing it by engaging in community life. Participation has been strong at sports games and ASWU-sponsored events, showing that residents are eager to stay connected and involved outside of academics. Residents recently faced some challenges with the washing machines flooding. The laundry maintenance has been notified, and the issue is in the process of being fixed. Residents are appreciative of the quick response and are hopeful for a long-term solution.

Duvall
[Grace]: Even though I was absent for a couple days, I can tell the Duvall constituents are doing well. We have had some problems with the bathrooms, flooding and such a lot of work orders but we are pushing through. As I have heard from Josie the PJ Just Dance Party was a success and I am so happy so many people came to dance, eat popcorn, and had a good time. 
International Students 

[Nina]: The ISC has been buzzing with energy! Our first international student luncheon of the year was a wonderful success, and everyone enjoyed delicious dishes from Jamaica and Barbados. We were delighted to welcome Ken from Community Standards, whose presence made the event even more special. On top of that, our international students have been practicing with great enthusiasm for the volleyball intramurals, and the excitement is absolutely contagious. We’re looking forward to an incredible season ahead!

McMillan
[Kaleb]: Mac Men are deeply frustrated by the newly installed bollards outside of the fire lane. It has significantly cut accessibility to the dorm and has made necessary activities like bringing in groceries a pain. The Fall Ratification Meeting was succesful, with a "no underwear left in the bathroom" policy being implemented. Other than that, turnouts for activities like prime time and Milk and Cookies have still been high, with post-Milk and Cookies activities me getting into a fight with a bucket of ice water (and losing).  The Cola Bar was also a great success. Furthermore, certain members have started a game of Zombies, with plenty of safety rules in place. Mac Men are still remaining positive despite challenges with with classes and an overall lack of communication.
Neighborhoods
[Cristian]: The neighborhood residents are welcoming in the new month, many are still trying their hardest to balance all their responsibilities but they are making it through with positivity. We just celebrated our fist event which was a blast, many residents showed up and engaged in food, games and our raffle. Many left empty handed but those who didn't were thrilled. Made it through the first month with many new lessons and ideas for the future, we are excited and ready to keep going.
Commuter Students
[Bennett]: Commuter students are doing well. They have gotten in the swing of things with classes and falling into routines. There are always people in the Commuter Lounge spending time working and spending time with others. Students are still frustrated about the crosswalk, and I myself have seen cars speeding through 3 times already this week. In addition, I have had students express frustration about security speed through busy parking lots at the risk of hitting people and cars. I have assured them that I will bring this to ASWU and have directed them to the Close Calls Survey that Abby brought to us. Commuter students are excited about the town hall and I have spent a lot of time encouraging the students to come and express their needs. Students are excited for more fall-type weather and can't wait for the leaves to start changing. 
Oliver
[Emily]: Following recent complaints about the WIFI speed in Oliver, I have reached out to IT, who came out to assess the situation in our hall. After this meeting, we can look forward to the placement of additional extenders in the next week, which should help to support the large volume of people living in Oliver this year. Oliver is looking forward to our first big event later this week! We’re hoping that Green Bluff on the Green will be a point of connection, community, and relaxation.
Stew-Ville 
[Aloisa]: In Stewart, things are going great! My constituents are still utilizing the kitchen. Some constituents are worried about midterms but are studying hard. As always, noise is rarely an issue here as it is tranquil.  


Shoutouts
Vernon: Shoutout to everyone Y’all give me the battery to do what I do everyday. Shoutout Emily, she helped me when I was low yesterday because I couldn’t find entertainment. 
Gwen: Internet update tomorrow from 6-7am
Bennett: Shoutout to Abby you are so considerate of everyone’s needs
Avery: I want to shoutout Jasmine because we appreciate you for being here after your week.

Motioned to adjourn meeting by Aloisa
Seconded by Bennett
Favor: 10 | Oppose: - | Abstain: -
Meeting adjourned at [6:10]
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